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16 November 2016  

 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope this finds you well as we traverse the delightful terrain of our second week since the vacation 

which now seems a distant memory.  School life is progressing at such a pace.  This is quite a 

challenging time of the school year for many pupils.  Illness, pressure and fatigue create a combination 

that can weigh heavily on even the most robust souls in the community.  Please do alert us to any 

concerns that you may have at the earliest opportunity but rest assured that tutors, teachers and the 

full pastoral team will be working hard to support the children through this stage of the year.  The key 

message for the pupils in every year is to make sure that they rest well, eat well and retain a sense of 

perspective in relation to the challenges they face.  The biggest challenge is to enable any child to 

understand that to ask for help is a sign of strength rather than fallibility. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents who supported the Remembrance Services on 

Sunday.  The pupils were exemplary in their conduct and appearance and it was apt, given the number 

of our pupils who have been lost to conflict over the years, that our current pupils were to the fore in 

both services.  They discharged their roles as wreath bearers, choristers, hosts, readers and as 

members of the congregation with absolute dignity and with solemn respect for the fallen.  The 

experience of both services confirmed for me why they should continue to hold such a significant place 

in our calendar.  A special mention goes to our trumpeters whose renditions of the last post graced not 

only our services but in the local community too. 

 

We hosted a good number of prospective sixth form visitors for an Open Morning on Saturday last week 

and the volunteer guides did an excellent job in hosting the tours and questions which followed the 

presentations.   

 

I will often talk of the typical School programme but it is always special to highlight that we will try to 

support pupil initiatives.  One such venture was our in-house literary review Two-Zero-One which has just 

been published and comprises some wonderful pieces of original writing and artwork from the pupils.  It 

is a credit to the drive and creativity of the pupils involved in initiating and sustaining the project. 

 

In fact, it has been a good week for literature.  The English department held a poetry competition on the 

theme of “messages” to celebrate National Poetry Day. The winner was Hafsah Suleman, for her poem 

‘Precious Garden’, which impressed for its extraordinarily expressive vocabulary and deliciously ironic 

twist.  Her prize was presented in assembly. 

 

This year’s Flourishing Fiver Team have made a strong start to their year of fundraising for Primrose 

Hospice. They have already doubled their cash after one cake sale and they have four more events 

organised. The team visited the hospice on Thursday to see what their hard work will be going towards. 

 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Hambling who won gold in both the Warwickshire U17s singles & 

Gloucestershire U18's mixed doubles badminton.  

 

On the hockey pitches there were hard fought wins for the U14B, U15B, U15A teams in the matches 

played against Clifton College whilst the 1st XI played some of their best hockey this season to register a 

1-1 draw against a very strong team. 
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In netball, our U16 team have delighted us all with their qualification for the West Midland finals and 

our congratulations go to Lauren Brown, Kitty Luscombe, Ella Gardner and Katie Morrice who have been 

selected for the new national netball franchise Wasps and to Corey McGlynn who has been selected for 

the Loughborough Lightning team.  The 1st team were commendable runners-up in a very close match 

against an Oxford University side preparing for the Varsity match.   

 

The rugby first team had their Nat West Cup match against Lawrence Sheriff School on Wednesday. The 

boys played a good game and came out with the result 33-21 which places them in the final 16 teams 

in the country.   The School won 9 out of the 11 fixtures played against Monmouth School and the 1st XI 

scored three converted tries to win 21-0. 

 

Last Thursday our leading swimmers competed at Marlborough College against 7 other schools and we 

turned in some fine performances to achieve a very creditable 1st place overall. 

 

I am very much looking forward to my meeting with your representatives who form the Parents’ 

Association Liaison Committee tomorrow.  We have a busy agenda of concerns ranging from car parking 

to lost property and a good number of funding bids from colleagues to consider too.  I will update you on 

proceedings next week. 

 

I hope that you have received an invitation to the Advent Service and that you might be able to join us 

for one of the highlights of the liturgical calendar. 

 

On Saturday the String Orchestra and Brass Group will perform a Coffee Concert at St John’s Church in 

the town at 10.30am. You would be most welcome to support. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 

 


